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Foundation Testing Program Available 
for Homes Built Between 1983 and 2015 

in Vernon, Ellington and Stafford 
 

Testing can Provide Confirmation of Pyrrhotite or Peace of Mind  
  

(VERNON, Connecticut) – A free program that tests foundations for the presence of the mineral pyrrhotite has 
been extended through February 28th, 2023 and is available to qualifying residents of Vernon, Ellington and 
Stafford. 

The Regional Crumbling Foundations Testing Program covers the cost of testing a foundation for the presence 
of pyrrhotite, which when exposed to water and air causes the expansion and deterioration of surrounding 
concrete and can cause structures such as home foundations to fail. 

As many as 34,000 homes constructed in northeastern Connecticut between 1983 and 2000 may have 
concrete foundations containing pyrrhotite and are at risk of cracking or crumbling. The testing program 
covers the $3,500 cost to test the concrete in a foundation for the presence of pyrrhotite. 

“Testing can confirm that you have a problem and allow you to begin the process of correcting it,” Vernon 
Mayor Dan Champagne said. “It can also confirm that you do not have a problem and give you both peace of 
mind and an official determination that your foundation is not affected by pyrrhotite.” 

Under the testing program, homeowners receive comprehensive visual and core testing of the foundation and 
a written report about the results. 
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Funding for the program comes from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and is 
administered through the state Department of Housing through the Small Cities Community Development 
Block Grant program. The funding is available as a public service program which requires that 51 percent of 
the participants be low to moderate income households. A household of four people must have an income of 
less than $89,400. The income for a three-person household must be less than $80,500, and for a two-person 
household it must be less than $71,550.  The figure is $62,600 for a single person household.  

Households that exceed that income limit can also apply, but can only represent 49 percent of the program’s 
participants.  Vernon currently has a number of such households waiting to receive testing because more low-
moderate income households are needed to apply. 

“People who are thinking about selling their home are going to have to have their foundation tested and this 
program is an opportunity to have the grant cover that cost,” said Matt Hellman, Vernon’s Director of Social 
Services. “Obtaining a negative test result will give you the comfort of knowing this is not an issue you need to 
worry about and will give you the official determination you can pass on to a person buying your home. With 
funds only guaranteed through next February, people who want testing should contact us immediately.” 

More information about the testing program and an application form can be found by visiting www.vernon-
ct.gov/crumblingfoundations.  

Information about replacing a foundation with pyrrhotite can be found by visiting the Connecticut Foundation 
Solutions Indemnity Company, Inc., (CFSIC)  at www.crumblingfoundations.org. In order to qualify for 
assistance from the CFSIC, you must first have your foundation tested. 

About the Town of Vernon 

The Town of Vernon is a celebrated place to live, work and visit. From its beautiful parks and lakes, to its vast trails 
and historic homes and buildings, Vernon is a resilient and thriving community that promotes the health and 
wellbeing of its residents and values the natural environment. With a resident population of approximately 30,000 
and occupying 18.03 square miles, Vernon combines a balanced appreciation of history, and a strong economic 
base for growth, both residential and commercial. Located 15 minutes east of the Connecticut capital of Hartford, 
and 25 miles from the City of Springfield, Massachusetts, the Town of Vernon is strategically located in “New 
England's Knowledge Corridor” with close proximity to some of the top colleges and universities in the country. 
 
Designated a certified Sustainable Community, the Town of Vernon offers a wide range of benefits and services 
to its residents. The Town of Vernon is a full-service municipality that practices a management philosophy of 
continuous quality improvement. To learn more about the Town of Vernon, please call (860) 870- 3670 or visit 
www.vernon-ct.gov. 
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