Vernon Public Schools
30 Park Street
Vernon, CT 06066

November 1, 2011

Dear Parents/Guardians,

In the past year we have survived extreme weather conditions - including an
unbelievable winter last year, extreme heat this summer, a tornado in Springfield MA, a
hurricane, an earthquake and now a severe winter storm at the end of October! If we can
survive those conditions, we can overcome anything!

I would like to try to keep everyone up-to-date on the situations at the schools. | will try
to reach you through our website and other forms of media. Unfortunately, although we have
contracted with AlertNow (our emergency notification alert system) they have not set our
system up yet.

I have been in constant communication with the Emergency Operations Center in
Vernon. The clean-up of the roadways has begun. The shelter at Vernon Center Middle School
was opened on Saturday. It is fully functional and offers a warm place to sleep, shower and
have a meal. | encourage you and your families to go there and seek shelter if needed.

After meeting with Board of Education members, the Mayor of Vernon, consulting with
area superintendents and the team at the Emergency Operations Center, | have decided to
close all schools in Vernon this week. Hopefully, we will know more about our situation by the

end of the week. | hope to give you more of an update then.

Until then, please know that | share your frustration. My family has also been affected
by this storm and we are all doing the best we can.

Please stay safe, healthy and warm. My best goes out to all of you and your children as
we try to weather this crisis together.

Sincerely,
Mary 7 Conway

Mary P. Conway, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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