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General Policy: The Town of Vernon asserts its total commitment to celebrate the winter season without

regard to any one or more specific religious traditions. Vernon reaffirms that it is a fully inclusive community. The
Town of Vernon also acknowledges the important role of symbols and individualized expressions in the
celebration of winter season and holidays.

The Mayor and the Town Administrator wish to recognize the winter holiday season and view the stringing of
white lights on lampposts and major trees in various sections of the community to be a celebration of the winter
season without regard to any particular religion.

In recognition of the above views, the Mayor adopts this Winter Display Policy for the Town of Vernon. The intent
of the policy is to celebrate private interests’ expression of First Amendment rights, and to accommodate a
broader range of appropriate celebration symbols, while not crossing over the Constitutional line which respects
the separation of religion and state. The Town policy is as follows:

e The interior of Town Hall and other municipal buildings will be decorated substantially in accordance
with above, and that is, any department wishing to decorate will make a reasonable effort to display one
symbol of each tradition of roughly equal size and prominence.

e The stringing of white lights will continue in the Central Park and related areas. This is done in
accordance with the Town’s historic practice. Town Hall, Central Park, and other municipal
buildings/locations may be decorated with garlands and wreaths.

e |n addition, a separate space should be provided within each location/facility to provide for similar size
and scope for specific recognized traditions. All symbols permitted in this area will be roughly of equal
size. They will be put up and removed on dates selected by the Mayor, and they may be displayed and
lighted for the period of Saturday, December 6, 2014 through Saturday, January 3, 2015 or for a lesser
time, as tradition dictates.

e All displays must be free standing. Nothing may be driven into the turf to secure displays or cause
interference with utilities, sprinkler systems or otherwise cause damage to the Park.
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Private individuals and groups may apply for the use of Central Park for a winter holiday display. The
Town of Vernon will provide a 10 foot by 10 foot square area for each display pursuant to the
restrictions and regulations as noted on the Application form.

Applications for installing a display will be available at the Administrative Offices of Town Hall. A
twenty-five $ 25.00) fee shall be charged to cover the cost of electricity and other services provided to
the displays. Applications must be completed and the fee paid by Monday, November 24, 2014 in order
for the Town Administrator to assign spaces for displays for the 2014 season. If more applications are
received than spaces available, then the Town Administrator shall consider the importance of having a
diversity of displays as criteria in assigning spaces.




