THE TOWN OF VERNON HAS DEVELOPED A
TOWN-WIDE FOOD WASTE PREVENTION AND
FOOD SCRAPS RECOVERY CAMPAIGN

WHY COMPOSTING IS IMPORTANT

Composting is an easy action we can do to make a difference regardless of if you
need homemade soil for a garden, or just to use in your yard. 25% of our trash is
comprised of food wastes that could be composted. When our trash goes to a
landfill, it releases large amounts of methane gases which negatively affect the
Earth’s atmosphere. Composting is an effective way to reduce greenhouse gases

right in our own back yard.



SUGGESTIONS FOR HOME COMPOSTING:

e Choose the right materials. See below for composting bin

suggestions:
e 65 GALLON COMPOST BIN

e Twin rotating chamber bin

e 55 Gal. Dual Chamber Tumbling Composter
e 110 Gal. 400 Recycled Plastic Compost Bin

e Select and prepare a convenient site. Think about a spot far enough
from your home that it won’t attract bugs and animals but close
enough where it is accessible. Look for a level and well-drained area.
Look for a sunny spot to trap solar heat, but also a place with some
shelter from the freezing cold winds that could slow down the
decaying process.

e Prepare your compost materials and build your pile

e Test to see if the compost is ready and then use!

Resources for getting started:

-‘The Real Dirt: The complete Guide to Backyard, Balcony and Apartment
Composting’ Book
-CT DEEP website for ‘Composting and Organics Recycling.’

Backyard Com@ting FAQ.pdf


https://www.hayneedle.com/product/10cubicfootredmongreencultureplasticcompostbin.cfm
•%09https:/www.amazon.com/Useful-TC228-Chamber-Rotating-Compost/dp/B01MT0021X/ref=asc_df_B01MT0021X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=167150018785&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14910585595657579002&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003205&hvtargid=pla-312442919172&psc=1
•%09https:/www.amazon.com/Useful-TC228-Chamber-Rotating-Compost/dp/B01MT0021X/ref=asc_df_B01MT0021X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=167150018785&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14910585595657579002&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9003205&hvtargid=pla-312442919172&psc=1
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Miracle-Gro-55-Gal-Dual-Chamber-Tumbling-Composter-Multicolor/49302069?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=1172&adid=22222222227038615305&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=92171088377&wl4=aud-566049426705:pla-183820133777&wl5=9003205&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8453398&wl11=online&wl12=49302069&veh=sem&gclid=Cj0KCQiAt_PuBRDcARIsAMNlBdrE98ELUmK_nu37LjDquMoVqttJooRougG5OYKXrcQXrl-fngIKtHYaAimmEALw_wcB
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Exaco-Eco-King-110-Gal-400-Recycled-Plastic-Compost-Bin-Green/44629856?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=1172&adid=22222222227031969878&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=61118511056&wl4=aud-566049426705:pla-108513979256&wl5=9003205&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8453398&wl11=online&wl12=44629856&veh=sem&gclid=Cj0KCQiAt_PuBRDcARIsAMNlBdrMwqP-TW6y7GXXurtByJswkW_hcVM4PRCc0oHGjcOWDxH_k-jb6o8aAjOAEALw_wcB

WHAT CAN I COMPOST?
Yes

e Vegetable and fruit scraps

e Eggshells

e Dry leaves, straw and dry hay

e Coffee grounds and filters

e Houseplants
e Tea bags and leaves
e Fresh/dried grass clippings
e Plant trimmings from your garden
e Paper & shredded newspaper
e Woodchips/sawdust from untreated wood

No

e Meat and fish or bones

e Dairy Products
e Fats, oily foods or grease
e Animal Waste
e Coal or charcoal ash
e Seeds of weedy plants
e Anything treated with pesticides



Tips

v Materials breakdown faster if they are cut/ chopped into smaller pieces
v Tumn your pile or bin often to keep it aerated

‘/Keep the pile moist (whether it is on the ground or in a bin)

‘/Bugs aerate the compost pile & they can help speed up the composting
process

‘/They naturally occur in a healthy compost bin/pile

\/Don’t leave your compost pile near your house, especially if it is a ground pile.
It can attract bugs and unwanted creatures.

\‘/A turn style (off the ground) composter, will not attract many bugs, but it is
still best kept away from the home.

‘/Be sure to include brown material at a 2:1 ratio. This can consist of materials
such as leaves, twigs, dried plant material, etc. This will help keep bugs down
because they are attracted to the decomposing fruits and vegetables.

If you are not interested in creating your own compost pile or using a bin, a local
company called Blue Earth Compost, will collect your food scraps and take care of the
‘dirty work.” Click here for more information on the company.

COMPOST


http://www.blueearthcompost.com/

The Town of Vernon has established a fund to assist income-eligible residents with obtaining
composting materials. For more information on how to start composting and determine eligibility,
please contact the Town of Vernon Social Services Department at

(860) 870-3661.




