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WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU APPROACH “ABANDONED” BABY WILDLIFE

Please leave baby wildlife where you find it. While it may be easy to assume that the creatures were
abandoned if you see no mother present, this may not always be the case. Just like humans who may leave their
children with a daycare provider during the day to perform daily activities and return to retrieve their young in the
evening, wildlife creatures follow the same pattern. Wildlife creatures will often use the fields and woods as a
“daycare provider” while they are nearby performing their necessary daytime activities (examples include deer
and cottontails).

The Animal Control office often receives calls from individuals who have found fawns and baby bunnies
which they believe to have been orphaned. Unless you know that the mother has been killed, never assume they
have been orphaned. Their best hope of survival is to leave the creatures where you find them; however, there
are occasional exceptions to this rule. For instance, once case included Animal Control coming to remove a fawn
from its current location and moving it to a safer location.

For further information, please contact
Vernon Animal Control at 860-870-3558



